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Amendments to the Claims 



The listing of claims presented below replaces all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims In the application. 



1. (currently amended) A lubricating oil composition for an intemal combustion 
engine, which comprisesi 

a lubricant base oil comprising a mineral oil and/or a synthetic oil wherein a total 
aromatic content and sulfur content in the jubricating base oil are adjusted to 10% bv 
mass or less and 0.05% by mass or less, respectiveiv: [[.]] 
(A) 0.001 to 0.5% by mass of an ester of boric acid in terms of boron element 
therein , represented bv the following General formula f1) or (2) 

OR"* 



wherein in the aeneral formula (1 ) and (2), R*^ to each mav be same or different, 
each tndeoendentlv represents a hvdrocarbon orouo having 1 to 30 carbon atoms: 
and (B) 0,01 to 5% by mass of an ashless antioxidant, wherein said composition 
contains substantially no metal salts of dithlophosphoric acid and has a sulfur 
content of 0.2% by mass or less, ea^ the percentage of (A), (B) and the sulfur 
content t>elng based on a total mass of the composition. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The lubricating oil composition for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 1 [[or 2]]. which comprises (C) 0.005 to 1% by 



Ustlng of claims: 
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mass of metal-based detergent in terms of metal element therein, based on the total 
mass of the composition. 

4. (currently amended) The lubricating oil composition for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 3, wherein [[a]] the metal ratio of the 
component(C) is 3 or less. 

5. (cun-ently amended) The lubricating oil composition for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 3 [[or 4]], wherein the component (C) is a 
metal-based detergent which contains substantially no sulfur. 

6. (currently amended) The lubricating oil composition for an internal 
combustion engine according to aRy one of claims claim 1 ffto 5]], which comprises 
(D) 0.05 to 0.4% by mass of an ashless dispersant in terms of nitrogen element 
therein, based on the total mass of the composition. 

7. (currently amended) The lubricating oil composition for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 1 any - one of cla i ms 1 to 6 , which contains 
substantially no phosphorous, and has a sulfur content of 0.05% by mass or less, 
based on the total mass of the composition. 

8. (currently amended) The lubricating oil composition for an internal 
combustion engine according to daim 1 any on e of cla i mo 1 to 7 , which is for an 
internal combustion engine using a fuel having a sulfur content of 50 ppm by mass or 
less. 

9. (currently amended) A method for lubricating a valve train of an internal 
combustion engine comprising: irBstra 

a step of preparing a lubricating oil composition which comprises a lubricant base oil 
comprising a mineral oil and/or a synthetic oil wherein a total aromat ic content and a 
sulfur content in the lubricating base oil are adjusted to 10% bv mass or less and 
0.05% by mass or less, respectively . (A) 0.001 to 0.5% by mass of an ester of boric 
acid in tenris of boron element therein, represented bv the fol lowing general formula 
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OR* 

I 



(2) 



wherein in the general formula (1 ) and (2\ R"^ to each may be same or different, 
each independently represents a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 30 carbon atoms: 
and (B) 0.01 to 5% by mass of an ashless antioxidant, wherein said composition 
contains substantially no metal salts of dithiophosphoric acid and has a sulfur 
content of 0.2% by mass or less, [[eachl] ttie percentage of (A^, (B). and the sulfur 
content being based on a total mass of the composition : and 
a step of usiRQ the lubricating oil composition In lubrication of a valve train of an 
Internal combustion engine . 

10. (currently amended) A method for improving long drain performance of a 
lubricating oil composition for an intemal combustion engine comprising: [I,]] 
a step of adding, provldina a Into a lubricating oil composition which comprises a 
lubricant base oil comprising a mineral oil and/or a synthetic oil wherein a total 
aromatic content and a sulfur content In the lubricating base oil are adjusted to 10% 
bv mass or less and 0.05% bv mass or less, respectivielv . (A) 0.001 to 0.5% by 
mass of an ester of boric add in terms of boron element therein represented by the 
following gen eral fonnula f1) or (2) 



r2o- 




(1) 
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OR"* 




(2) 



wherein in the general formula (1) and f2), to R^each may be same or different, 
each independently represents a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 30 carbon atoms: 
and a step of adding (B) 0.01 to 5% by mass of an ashless antioxidant, wherein said 
composition contains substantially no metal salts of dithiophosphoric acid and has a 
sulfur content of 0.2% by mass or less, [leach]] the percentage of ^A^ and fB^ being 
based on a total mass of the composition; 

consequently providing composition containing substantially no metal salts of 
d'rthlophosphoric acid and having a sulfur content of 0.2% by mass or less, the 
percentage of the sulfur content being based on a total mass of the oomposition . 

1 1 . (new) A lubricating oil composition for an internal combustion engine, which 
comprises: 

a lubricant base oil comprising a mineral oil and/or a synthetic oil wherein a total 
aromatic content and sulfur content in the lubricating base oil are adjusted to 10% by 
mass or less and 0.05% by mass or less, respectively; 

(B) 0-001 to 0.5% by mass of an ester of boric add in terms of boron element 
therein, represented by the following general formula (1 ) or (2) 




(1) 



OR* 




B 



(2) 
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wherein in the general formula (1) and (2), to R® each may be same or different, 
each independently represents a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 30 carbon atoms; 

(B) 0.01 to 5% by mass of an ashless antioxidant; 

(C) 0,005 to 1 % by mass of metal-based detergent in terms of metal element 
therein; and 

(D) 0.05 to 0.4% by mass of an ashless dispersant in terms of nitrogen element 
therein, 

wherein said composition contains substantially no metal salts of dithlophosphoric 
acid and has a sutfur content of 0.2% by mass or less, the percentage of (A)-(D) and 
the sulfur content being based on a total mass of the composition. 

12. (new) The lubricating oil composition for an internal combustion engine, 
according to claim 11, wherein the metal ratio of the component(C) is 3 or less. 

13. (new) The lubricating oil composition for an internal combustion engine 
according to claim 1 1 , wherein the component (C) is a metal-based detergent which 
contains substantially no sulfur. 

14. (new) The lubricating oil composition for an internal combustion engine 
according to claim 1 1 , which contains substantially no phosphorous, and has a sulfur 
content of 0.06% by mass or less, based on the total mass of the composition. 

15. (new) The lubricating oil composition for an internal combustion engine 
according to claim 1 1 , which is for an internal combustion engine using a fuel having 
a sulfur content of 50 ppm by mass or less. 
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